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FLORIDA MEETS THE PRESIDENT
By Cynthia Tintorri

T he annual Tower Society gatherings 
looked a little different this year 

as Lehigh’s 15th president, Joseph 
J. Helble ’82, visited with alumni and 
parents in Naples and Palm Beach as 
part of his Meet the President tour. 
Nearly 150 local Lehigh alumni and 
spouses, many of whom are Tower 
Society members, attended a Feb. 6 
brunch at The Ritz-Carlton in Naples  
and a Feb. 8 dinner at The Colony in 
Palm Beach.

Helble shared some of the highlights 
of his return to Lehigh’s campus, 
including seeing firsthand the vibrancy of 
the Lehigh community and the strength 
of the alumni and parent network. 

“I truly believe community is one of Lehigh’s 
greatest strengths and every individual on campus is 
there because they have something to contribute—
and they’re valued for that,” Helble says.

In spite of the changes Helble said have occurred 
since he was a student—new majors, programs, 
colleges and buildings—Lehigh’s core mission and 
values have not changed. 

“That’s our commitment to a world-class residential 
living and learning experience,” Helble says.

The future of Lehigh, according to its new 
president, is one of greater interdisciplinarity. Helble 

has made it a priority in the next five years to 
increase the capacity of interdisciplinary programs 
like IDEAS and Computer Science and Business 
by 50 percent to benefit students in all of Lehigh’s 
undergraduate colleges. 

“Programs like these are an important part of what 
I see as the opportunity for Lehigh to build, to stand 
out from the crowd,” Helble says.

Helble thanked attendees for their continuing 
support and commitment to Lehigh and took 
questions from the audience. More Meet the 
President opportunities are coming up in other 
cities. Visit alum.lu/meetthepresident to see  
the schedule.



Consider this: Planning under “normal” circumstances 
allows you to slow down and review your options. For 
example, taking the time to be mindful when creating 
an estate plan gives you the opportunity to record 
your values and make sure your wishes are followed. A 
thoughtful estate plan can also tell your story through the 
causes you support after your lifetime.

A well-planned estate helps you:

• Make the most of your assets. Meeting with 
qualified professionals helps you grow your wealth 
over the long term. 

• Protect family and loved ones. An up-to-date 
estate plan keeps loved ones safe. Reviewing it 
regularly means adjusting for changes in personal 
relationships, tax laws, births, deaths and state  
of residence. 

• Be tax smart. Certain assets can be tax burdens  
(or at least tax surprises) to your family. Planning  
helps you keep them in the loop and possibly avoid  
a tax hit altogether.

• Continue helping others after your lifetime. 
Gifts to Lehigh University may provide you financial 
benefits in addition to the fulfillment that comes 
from helping our students and the school. 

WE CAN HELP 
By planning your estate now, you not only support 
your loved ones, you ensure the organizations you 
care about, like Lehigh, continue to receive your 
support. Contact the Office of Planned Giving at 
(610) 758-4749 or intower@lehigh.edu to learn 
more about including us in your future plans.

C an’t predict what’s next? It’s tempting to put 
planning on hold. Unfortunately, loose ends can 

lead to future stress and rash decisions. 

WHY YOU SHOULD 
PLAN AHEAD

Lehigh University’s Tower Society 
recognizes alumni and friends who 
have made a gift in support of 
Lehigh’s mission with a confirmed 
bequest, participation in the life 
income program or through the 
creation of an endowed fund. We 
welcome our newest members 
listed below:*

Sarah A. Apgar ’98 and  
Sean R. Apgar ’99

Candace Batchelder and  
Glenn V. Batchelder ’83

Jay H. Calhoun ’73
Ramsay Chang ’71
Anne M. Davis ’11P and  

James P. Davis ’79 ’11P
Carol R. Denson

Lorrie S. Drucker ’25P and  
Kevin D. Drucker ’93 ’25P

Catherine Engelbert ’86 ’23P  
and Edward T. Martin ’23P

Kenneth V. Graves ’58  
and Sarah J. Graves

Douglas A. Griffes ’70 
and Margaret L. Griffes

Kathryn Iacocca Hentz and  
Ned C. Hentz ’17P

Lia Iacocca Assad and Victor Assad

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Jorgensen ’62

Timothy E. Koehler ’73

Yasmin Landy ’92 and  
John D. Landy ’92

Philip J. McGinnis ’79

Charles G. Myers III ’65

John R. Staub, Jr. ’86

Tracey C. Toto ’92 and  
Martin M. Toto ’91

Michael L. Tuohey ’82

David A. Watson ’71 ’78G and  
Barbara J. Watson

Jiyun Yao ’15G ’17G and  
Xueqin Lin ’15G ’17G

*List as of October 1, 2021 through March 31, 2022.



If you’re taking another look at your existing estate 
plan, or just starting your planning journey, be sure 

to include the following items—in addition to a will—to 
make things easier for you and your loved ones. In 
most cases, you won’t need to involve an attorney.

Be Sure You Have:

1. A high-level overview that lays out the basics of 
your finances and plans. Include:

 » Where to find your will and other documents, and 
who the key people are—your agents under the 
powers of attorney and executors or personal 
representatives.

 » Financial assets (where accounts are held and 
who owns them).

 » Insurance coverage (property/casualty, health, life).

 » Property and vehicle information. 

 » Regular household bills that you pay.

2. A detailed description of your finances 
(account numbers, contacts at financial 
institutions, etc.). 

3. A personal property memorandum that is 
referenced by your will and states how you want 
property distributed and/or sold. This allows you to 
assign sentimental or valuable assets to specific 
people without having to change your will if you 
change your mind.

4. A plan for your pets to ensure that your furry 
friends are taken care of. A legally binding pet 
trust can be created, or you can make provisions 
in your will for how you want your pets cared for  
in your absence.

5. Your digital estate plan, which includes online 
account details.

6. Advance directives, powers of attorney 
and other end-of-life planning tools to 

YOUR ESTATE PLAN MIGHT 
BE MISSING SOMETHING

DON’T HAVE AN ESTATE PLAN? 
START HERE
Estate planning is a highly personal 
process of deciding how your assets will 
be distributed after you’re gone. Consider 
these questions first, then meet with your 
estate planning attorney to begin putting 
your wishes into place. 

• Who will receive your home? Car? 
Stocks? Jewelry? 

• Who will take care of your children if 
they are not yet of legal age? 

• Do you have relatives, even children, 
who should not receive assets? 

• Are there charities you would like to 
benefit from your estate?

communicate your basic wishes. Add personal 
messages and detailed plans for your funeral, 
memorial and other specifics.

7.  An ethical will, which is your opportunity to hand 
down your values in a document or video. Think of 
it as a personal record of your life—how you’ve lived 
it and how you want to inspire others.

EXPLORE YOUR LEGACY 
AT LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
Wherever you are in the process, your estate 
plan is a powerful way to show your love for your 
favorite causes, such as Lehigh. Please contact 
the Office of Planned Giving at (610) 758-4749 or 
intower@lehigh.edu to learn more about options 
available to you.



Office of Planned Giving
306 S. New Street, Suite 500
Bethlehem, PA 18015
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Lore

SHINE A LIGHT ON YOUR VALUES

For example, caring benefactors of Lehigh University 
share a commitment to our mission of supporting 
students and the important initiatives at Lehigh. 

Here are some ideas for how you can forge 
more meaningful connections and pass along your 
generous spirit.

1. Have you done an activity recently that made 
you happy? Consider a cause related to that 
activity. For example, if you enjoy a particular hiking 
trail, find a local conservation group to support.

2. If you feel connected to a current event, see if 
nonprofits you support are responding and ensure 
they are set up for success. 

3. Go beyond dollars and cents. Volunteering is a 
great way to give back, especially for local charities 
that may not have the administrative staff that their 

larger counterparts have. Also, inviting friends and 
family can be an effective way to introduce them to 
your passions.

4. Your values can unlock others’ generosity. 
Letting loved ones know what you care about 
can help you connect. It could even bring them to 
support the causes you cherish.

Tell your story by keeping a running document (a 
generosity journal or ethical will) that gives an account 
of who you gave to, why you gave to that nonprofit, 
how it made you feel and how that nonprofit’s mission 
fits into your overall value system.

To learn more about ways a gift in your estate 
plan can make an impact for our students and 
the school, contact us.

STEP-BY-STEP PLANNING
Having a solid plan is the best way to help you and your loved ones rest easy about the 
future. Creating your estate plan also gives you a chance to consider your long-term plans 
for Lehigh University. Our FREE guide Your Personal Planning Road Map lays out the 
process in a simple, step-by-step manner. Simply complete and return the enclosed reply 
card to request your copy.

Taking time to think about and document what’s important—and why it’s important—can help you connect 
more deeply with the people and places you hold dear.


